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high dive is a soft diary of gentle 
words that share personal 
stories. It tells stories of 
heartbreak and nostalgia. Each 
track dances gently in the air as 
they’re played. Drew explores folk 
music and masters the art of 
storytelling through soft melodies 
with reverb. Some settings will be 
familiar to you, while others 
should feel foreign. Either way, 
Drew finds a way to make you feel 
nostalgic over a place you’ve 
never even visited. Specifically, 
“paltimore ave" takes place in, as 
Drew describes it, “an imaginary 
version of College Park.” 
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=roc HAMPTON: ROADRUNNER: NEW LIGHT NEW MACHine 


GO MERLYN!!! The boys are back with their 
classic colors and sounds. With features 
from A$AP Ferg, Charlie Wilson, 
JPEGMAFIA, and Danny Wilson, the 
tracklist is promising. ROADRUNNER uses 
head-nodding basslines, unique 
instrumentation, and classic, revealing 
lyrics over unforgettable melodies. These 
tracks are meant to be played in your 
surround sound speakers. The basslines 
skip and occasionally you’ll hear a 
whistling melody, or a saxophone, or 
maybe even a classic record scratch. 


The day GINGER was released, the boys went right back to the studio 
and cranked out ROADRUNNER. The most creative pieces on this 
project would have to be “WINDOWS,” “THE LIGHT,” “BUZZCUT,” and 
“CHAIN ON.” I may be biased, but these tracks feature such clever 
instrumentation. Kevin Abstract actually took the higher inflections of 
Merlyn’s voice and transformed them into the very first track of the 
entire album. As for the rest of the album, there are graphic lyrics that 
might even be triggering for some listeners. There is mention of 
suicide, mental health, and recounts of a traumatic childhood. 

“THE LIGHT" features personal verses from Joba and Kevin across 
aggressive rock guitar riffs. It’s full of emotion which is classic 
BROCKHAMPTON. 


In contrast, “back in berwick” takes place in Nova Scotia; a not 
so common place for you and me. Yet, you'll feel like you have 
been there. Drew expands your palate of instrumentation with 
the use of classic acoustic guitar and piano, but then other 
instruments like the french horn. My favorite moment in this 
project is when Drew introduces synth in “lightning speed,” 
which sets gentle and subtle chord foundations for his 
storytelling. It’s comforting and very fitting for this track, 
making me almost want more. But, a good chef knows when 
and where to season their food. 
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Does spider have pusspuss? 


by Quinn Dang 


ahoo! Answers shut down on May 4th, bringing an end to 16 years of unfiltered dregs of 
the Internet. To some, it was a curiosity. To others, a joke. 
But to me, it was poetry. 


Let’s turn our attention to one of the most infamous Yahoo! Answers, asked by Susan and 
answered by Sisyphus: 


1 Open Question aes ene anvedivon 


a | Does spider have pusspuss? 


vider have o 


Answers Show: | Newest to Oldest 5 


1.1 Snapshot of “Does spider have pusspuss?” from Yahoo! Answers, ca. 2005-21. 


Does spider have pusspuss? 


Does spider have pusspuss? 
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The literary devices in this piece revolve 
around cycles. The rhythm and capitalization 
patterns of the initial query are the first indi- 
cators of this theme. The piece begins with 
the unstressed “does,” before it progresses 
into a flowing dactyl of “spider have” and 
then the trochee “pusspuss.” Additionally, 
this first line flows seamlessly into its own 
repetition in the second line of the piece. The 
uncapitalized second “does” invites this flow- 
ing reading, turning the first trochaic “puss- 
puss” into another dactyl: “pusspuss? / does.” 
Reading the title and body together creates a 
flow of dactylic sentences that repeats as the 
question repeats (“SPI-der have | PUSS-puss 
does | SPI-der have PUSS-puss does...”) in 
an endless cycle of curiosity. 


However, the response in the third line of the 
piece suggests another layer of meaning. An 
interruption in all capitalized letters halts the 
repeating flow of the question, rejecting the 
invitation of the uncapitalized second “does.” 
This “NO” is followed by eighteen exclama- 


-tion marks, which defies the predictable 
eight associated with spiders, serving dual 
functions of emphasizing the exasperated 
tone as well as closing the spider topic from 
any further discussion with finality. This 
response articulates a frustration that echoes 
across many consumers of Yahoo! Answers 
literature. 


Note the answerer’s name: Sisyphus (fig 2.2), 
the man of Greek myth doomed to the futility 
of rolling a boulder up a hill for eternity—an- 
other evocation of the endless cycle, and a 
perfect reflection of the futility of asking and 
answering questions on Yahoo! Answers. 
Sisyphus’s punishment, the exasperation of 
the answer, the endless repetition of the ques- 
tion, and the entire website of Yahoo! An- 
swers are all unique explorations into the 
deepest parts of utter pointlessness on the 
Internet. 


2.2 Titian, Sisyphus, 1548-1549. oil on canvas. 216” x 327”. 


Truly, there will be nothing like Yahoo! Answers 
again. 
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Eric Harkleroad is a recently graduated Journalism major. IW =m 
Before he graduated, he was the station’s News Di- 
rector and he still runs his folk music show, “Rain- oe ™ oR 
bow Quest,” Fridays at 1lam on FM. E bleep 


How did you first hear about WMUC? 

I transferred to UMD in 2018, but while I was 
ae at my community college, my bestfriend 4 
“rin gave me a tour of the campus. She told 


~ me about the station and how she did shows weonsbre 
there. While she was giving me this tour, she) 
was like: “Do you want to see what it's like ga itt 


ee At this point, the radio station was still under Saas 
tion. We went in, and there was wood paneling everywhere— 
equipment and everything. That was the first time I saw WMUC. 
Probably unauthorized access, but that was the first time I got 
involved here. 


So what got you to actually join? 
I got involved my first semester here because you have to do media 
participation for the introductory journalism class. One of the op- 
tions is to have a radio show so I applied, but they rejected my first | 
pitch. And so to get credit for that journalism class, I had to join eet 
WMUC News. I anchored broadcasts, did packages, broke stories, 
stuff like that. My gateway to WMUC was through the news, and 
now I am one of the 
ne news directors there, 
i which is pretty cute. 
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What was your first pitch? 

It was pretty similar to the show I have now, which is on folk 
music. I wanted to do a folk music show, you know, maybe even 
play some classical music. Just generally calm music. 


Tell us a little bit about your show 

I got my first show in the spring of 2019, and that was a show 
called “Old Songs, Young Hearts,” 
a folk show where I play music mostly from like the ‘60s and ‘70s, 
with maybe some new music. After that semester, I kind of got 
tired of the name “Old Songs, Young Hearts” I was watching vi- 
deos of this old broadcasting television show produced by Pete 
Seeger, this really legendary figure in American folk music. He’s | 
like Mr. Rogers, just very gentle and kind. He plays a banjo and had a talk 
show in the 1960’s and ‘70s called “Rainbow Quest”, where each episode 
where he would bring on another folk musician who maybe played a diffe- 
rent style of music. I don't actually know why he named it “Rainbow Quest,” } 
but that's the origin of the name of my show, and it follows in that tradition | 
of playing folk from all around the world. 


which was that same premise: 


How do you prepare for your show? | 
What I do to prepare is, and usually it's because I procrastinate, is Thursday 
night (because my show airs on Friday), I dive deep into Wikipedia 
looking at different styles of folk from all these regions, go 

onto YouTube and downloading these songs 
from all over the world, trying to understand 
their significance. Then, I put them together 
into one show really hastily. 


Ba high school [ deccters 9 


Do you ever run out of places to source music from? ‘4 
There's so many other regions that I have yet to 
explore. Another thing I've been doing for my 
show this semester is, I will take an instrument, 
for example the violin, and I will trace the vio- 
_lin’s use in folk music in countries and regions 
from all around the world. That's another way I 
never get tired of folk music; I just zoom in and 
zoom out in various ways. 
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Is there a region of folk music that you don't like? BU 
I don't think so. That's one of the beautiful things T FE l L U S fh 
about folk music—it's all good. It's all so different. 

The nature of folk music relates to the traditions of 


NOUS EVENING WALKS 


Typically I go on my walks around five, six, seven _ 


o— 


the people who are making it, so it's always evolving. — = ay we ' o'clock. It's a thing I've been doing since the pan- 
ee aN demic started, just because I need some point in 
bess ght, oA tele my day where Iam not sitting down and looking 
Has folk music always been your favorite kind of music?— VS ee Me aed at a computer. I need some outlet to decompress 
Folk music wasn't really a genre that I grew up with; it was something I dis- Sh Se? ey after a day of just work and stress, so it's really 
— | ceageee* covered on my own. It was just something that I latched CF ey just a meditative thing. I'll put in my headphones, 
gl” g ~ . on to. For some reason, it was like, this is my favorite ee rst gah e walk out my front door, and not have to think a- 
eet «>  # thing, and! don't really understand why Iloveitso | a7, Sap bout anything for 40 minutes. 


much, but it's my favorite thing. ie Faas veg am ; 
= one What would you say is your favorite part of beinga = Do you listen to anything while on your walks? 
oe + part of WMUC? ares Sometimes I will listen to a news podcast like 


. NPR’s “Up First” podcast to get caught up on 
what has happened. Sometimes, I'll listen tofolk | 
‘ music, and sometimes, I won't listen to any music 

at all just because I like to listen to nature—some- 
thing that isn't music or Zoom. 


_, I think my favorite part about the station is the pes? *, ss 
, community. Ijust really enjoy the culture that we)" ~ a 
have cultivated. I like that we're this alternative ¥ ek? 
ot to other organizations on campus; we have the Be ep KOS SA 
zine, we have news [etc]. I like that we have a record library |-- " #7 
‘that has all these really old records that I've spun for my show some- Le) fiytaise pe 
times. We have this theme of countercultural space for people to submit ~*~ ~ 
their art, writing, that kind of thing. I just Olove that we have WMUC ; 
as a space for culture, if that makes sense. 


Ifyou could bring any celebrity with you on your evening walks, who would 
it be? 
Honestly, I wouldn't go on the walk with anyone. It's my time to be alone. 
It's like the one point in my day where I'm not in the house with other 


What is your favorite song? people or on a zoom call with other people. It's my alone time. 


Vashti Bunyan- “I’d Like To Walk Around In Your Mind”. 


What’s your favorite song to jam out to? 
It changes from week to week. This morning I was jamming out to this 
Death Grips song called “Lord of the Game.” A few months ago, I really 
was obsessed with this song “Isan Lam Plearn” by folk rock 
singer Ankhanang Khunchai. It's just the coolest thing out 2) 


there. ay aes 


= Bash 


<a , 


Looking into the future, how will you be celebrating hot vaccinated-girl 
summer? 

I'm excited about the possibility of returning after I've graduated, like re- 
turning to the physical radio station once we're all safely able to come back 
into it together. 


What will you be doing after graduation? 
I plan upon applying to internships related to journalism, and I hope that's 
what I ended up doing when I graduate. In terms of a dream job, and being 
able to take what I learned in school and apply it to a job as a photojourna- 
list, for a newspaper or website or something like that. 


Why photojournalism? 

_ There's something about being given special access. I got to photograph 
_the university's president at his inaugural press conference as one of the 
first things I did for The Diamondback in February. Having that access— 
that's something that only a photojournalist could have. I also just love the 
_ ability to have my photos be like a document, or a record of the past for 
the future. That's just so cool to me, like thinking beyond my lifetime and 
how my photos would actually make an impact on history. 


| Do you see yourself continuing with radio in any capacity after graduation? 

_ Yeah, definitely. I have the most fun producing audio packages or podcasts 
and taking photos. I definitely see myself doing radio as a job. Maybe in the 

future, just because I love doing audio recordings. 


eae << : ti Te Pp And to finish off: this is your last zine, and we wanted to give you a chance to 
 meateee mM shee oe fa: ie in send a message to the rest of WMUC current and future. What’s something you \ 
Ae oS SOS 7 pep. Ai & | would say to every person who is (or will become) a part of this | 


radio station? 

This radio station is such an amazing 

and creative space. It is so beautiful, and 

I have loved every second of my time 

here. So, my advice to anyone who is just 
getting started with WMUC or is still part 
of the station is: treasure your time. Very 
few radio stations around the country are 
given as much freedom as we are to be as 
creative as we want to be. Treasure the fact 
that this station gives you so much freedom 
to do so many different things. 
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. A 2 Scares SOEMEEEEEPtseseesececcsccccccccce 
who Is testing lana del rey? SS So ees 
by justin gross OSS ene RNR ES 
do you remember that time that lana del rey called a teenager a lyzed the presence (or lack thereof) of women of color in ets aie: Sa a ater ar 
whore? lana’s artistry, as well as her history of cultural appropriation. © -.-.-!-!-1-7+2+368 wore tate ete te teeta tes 
though some of sultan’s readings of lana were uncharita- a tae a aiveae a x 
that was on “fucked my way up to the top,” a track from 2014's ul- ble, sultan undeniably wrote with respect for lana. and yet it) | .°.2-7--7.c0%e8s 
traviolence. the album (lana‘s second, depending on who you ask) seemed as though lana took umbrage not with the criticism, © -.0.--..<!sieistets 
is aclassic, and a defining piece of her discography. this song? in particular (though she has always objected to accusations . . .’.’.’."-*.%-ts's 
not so much. the teenager in question? that was none other than of racism), but with the fact that it existed in the first place. © 1 1:l-i-lsleDeZedeled * = 
lorde; fellow indie pop titan of the 2010s. the song was alleged- “it would have been unnecessary if no one had significantly 0 -.-teisieeists tat ni RE 
ly written in response to lorde calling lana’s music “unhealthy criticized everything [sic] about the album to begin with. but - - -'-)+'+l+JeSstete ane meee, 
for young girls” during an interview. this criticism was in no way you did.” Pe sats tance peekstats giatateretets estes 
new to lana; she'd received plenty of flack throughout her born A. ta the heh eticbatate Phi Ae aX, i, 
to die album cycle for her “anti-feminist” and “regressive” lyrical lana del rey has faced bad faith and ungenerous criticism Of -1--.+!-istelstets 1 ol owe i Hah eNO dS 5 a en 
themes. but it was lorde’s reading that was a bridge too far. in one her music for the majority of her career. she has been ding- | 0-0.1-:-:-1-tetetetes Seeecectceis ein see tees eas oo si 
particularly striking lyric on the track, lana states that she had ed for nearly every aspect of her being: her music, her lyrics, -.-2-2-1+2-2+3+7efete8 . 
been “tested.” her aesthetic, her performances—all of it. some of thishas 0 -...tinieinece seetetecetetecen othe 
been deserved, but much of it was the result of critics UN- «1+ 1+5+1+Te tet = Boke RI a 
if lana has been “tested,” the question is, “by whom?” and, in willing to engage with lana outside of their most fatalistic || -1-l-!-t:IsIseletegss Mate tee aio: 
2019, why exactly did she still feel this way? she says as much in interpretations of her. it is these years of scrutiny and DaCk- |... .7-7.7.7 22.26% Sete 
norman fucking rockwell! (NFR!). on the closing track, “hope is a lash that have rendered lana permanently on the defensive. -.-)-)-1:.-i+ieleiefeetes ls 
dangerous thing...” she begins the track by considering a world now, even when the reception of her music is at its peak, She -:-:i:leitisteetenets Paterorereree’ 
wherein she is “tested less like all of these debutantes.” not even simply cannot help but hone in on even the most minutely | 1-2-7--+Te2eTe ete ete te mA 
a month after the release of NFRI, she clarified this perspective negative feedback received. if the landscape surrounding —.:...:..sisiiicisesiseeees 
in her response to a review written by NPR's ann powers. “I don't her is calm, she will deliberately cause problems for herself, -'-|--!-7-1-!-7+%efetetetere 
even relate to one observation you made about the music,” she as was the case with her letter. lana has been conditioned to.:):.+2-1+J+l-Jelecegegegegece’ 
tweeted. “To write about me is nothing like it is to be with me.” respond as harshly as possible to all criticism, no matter HOW. :.7:7-7.7:Ltletelececeeecesssecececeetet. eM 
much that criticism might be made in good faith. lt tittle se a ecete secre ee a cectctete ene 
for reference, powers’ piece on NFR! was positive, but frank. pow- RR pe ee eel ol ah 
ers met lana where she perceived her and her music to be at, and the announcement of blue bannisters troubled Me greatq..- 1-1 :i-releletetare ete tete® 
evaluated it accordingly. though there some words were used ly as along time fan of lana del rey. she has something of a-'-.-!-)-!sieisteteleteletecece eae 
that weren't entirely glowing, powers made her fondness for the knack for obliterating her public goodwill, especially in the . .:.:.*.:.7.%s8.%e's*st-%%0°0%e 20 ete e eee ERENT 
record explicit, calling herself a fan of lana’s work. lana was hav- wake of both NFR! and chemtrails. here, however, she iS |. .:1:l-l+leleieie sa etatote® 
ing none of it. “don’t call yourself a fan like you did in that article baking her worst instincts into her artistry, rather than just: .:::).):c200i: tite 
and don’t count your editor as one either—,” she tweeted in direct putting her foot in her mouth after the fact. seeing her fans - -:-!-!-7-)-1-Jef-tetefetete ote tetenecncesseoee imme 
response to powers. so what gives, exactly? why does lana seem egg her on in the hopes that doing so will bring about the res :.:):f:-lselteleietelees a a AT a oo a 
to have such a chip on her shoulder? turn of her sound in born to die is even worse. aS faNs, WE GO. errr ere ene cate ante ee CE 
lana a disservice by allowing her to lash out at ANYONE WHO -.-1-1-l-leleleleleleleleleteteleteret ete teteteretes eee 
hot off the heels of the release of her 6th studio album, chem- gives her anything other than unabashed praise. we Cannot ::.:.:l:ieirieieceielececelececececeteciseetecetatetate 3 
trails over the country club, lana del rey announced the title of validate her bitterness; even if it was once, in the Gistant -(-2-1-2-1-lel-Tele rete ter ete re eta e tater ete tet esecerec es , 
her next project: blue bannisters. “thank you again for reminding past, warranted. lana del rey is a grown ass woman. she haS.-0-.-irisisinireinisieoserieleecsceeceiecerecesseeatees stance 
me that my career was built on cultural appropriation and glam- been in the limelight far too long to behave the way She GOES '-'-'-’-1+2+7+fetetetetetere ei eter eer erorerwrececssece. @ forte’ 
orizing domestic abuse,” she posted in the instagram story that to both her critics and fellow artists. sie Aur sts eotatesgta’elgteta® epi atresvata e e'gratatet a sarieie"s acta chaste state nl ctaen 
announced the record. “i want revenge.” Sratcth 4 hamsta eat atetatateeatatetens tongs pnetsranatatenasciar «<dretets chet atete ote Tarotetaneteta” 
i anticipate the release of blue bannisters to be a turning «\-.:2-+2-1-i-l:ieleleleleteceieceseceensestetatate tate tate tetateteteteteretereteteretctetetetetate’ 
revenge for what? evidently, that time that women of color, point. lana will either produce another good-to-unremark=:.:.:.:/:i:ilislcesssseeeeseeatecetatatatetotetetesatetelatetoceteretetetarateretate:ccerete 
namely journalist iman sultan wrote pieces reflecting on lana’s able project, or prove at last that she is far too CONSUME DY-:::::-1-1+1+2-+FeTelesegotete sec ates steareececesezens esecgsouseoce. cele senescence. sone eee. 
infamous “question for the culture” letter. sultan’s piece ana- her own resentment to be worth listening to. “TILTINT Dtetatetatecetetetetatatatetetreotenatanatatatctetatatenatanststeretererataretets eter 
COTTE TEINS ISERIES Saleen eeeeeeeeresea ee sesesstesessssesoresersseseretecererers 
fa aes oe eS er a i ira a 
“ists that ste otocetatatetetatataretetatacetateranete etatatsaleetetatera aterererstereta’e’tst= 
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The wondrous world of 


Spetify’s third-party software 


The war between music streaming apps seldom leads 
to a magnanimous end. So strong are Spotify users in 
their conviction that their service is the best and so 
steadfast are Apple Music users in their refusal to 
switch that the conversation has mostly just become a 
meme burned into the hive mind of the internet. And 
that’s not even to mention the Soundcloud-only users 


by Kyle Russo 


But, over the past few years, Spotify has definitely 
retained its lead as the frontrunner, and Apple Music 
doesn’t seem to be catching up. In 2020, the number of 
Apple Music subscribers trailed the number of Spotify 
subscribers by over 60 million - a gap that’s only been 
widening since Apple’s release of their service in 
2015. 


or Youtube-to- mp3-converter-only users. 


As a purveyor of Spotify myself, | would agree that it is, in fact, the best music streaming platform out there. 
That's partly true because of Spotify Wrapped, a personal presentation recapping all your favorite songs and 
artists from the past year. It has a look akin to that increasingly familiar big tech art style many have come 
to deem “Corporate Memphis” or “Alegria.’ Think those Facebook or Google ads with the tiny colorful vector 
people whose faces have no features and whose skin is somehow blue. 


Spotify Wrapped has the unique ability to recount music from your most recent depressive episode as well as from 
your one month long obsession with MAGDALENE by FKA twigs -although those two are usually the same thing. It's 
a fun feature | look forward to every December. 


Luckily, there's more where that came from. Thanks to some talented and innovative third-par y developers, there's 
a whole treasure trove of data visualization websites and interactive games that utilize your list :ning history. They're 
an enigma of sorts - only trending on social media for a week or two before evaporating away : nd being immensely 
difficult to find. But, | was able to find a few of them, so here's my honest review of each. 


Kaleidosync 
Ws y 


At WMUC Radio, in association with the University of Mary- 

land, College Park and the wider University System of Mary- 

a land, we don't condone the use of illicit psychedelic drugs. 

Re e ce | t i f But also maybe we do, especially if used in tandem with this 
p y trippy third-party app. 

Receiptify collects your most played songs from the past Kaleidosync is a music visualizer that syncs with any song 

month, six months and all time and arranges them into topten _—you're playing on Spotify and generates a kaleidoscope-like 

lists that look just like grocery store receipts. It's a great way to _ array of lights and colors that bounces around to the beat of 

track your musical evolution: gaze in wonderment at the six _ the music. Stare at it until your brain fries! 

Glee songs that still top your most played songs of all time 

after six years. 

Although quite simple, it's a great introduction into the 


surfeit of Spotify data visualizers, and a fun graphic to 
shamelessly share on your Instagram story. A solid 7/10. 


Overall, this site was super fun to try out with different songs, 
although it definitely worked best with faster songs that had 
a more defined drum beat. Slower songs kind of missed the 
mark - for that, it falls just shy of a perfect score. 9/10. 


Obscurify 


Here's a fun new way to fulfill your individuality complex! 

Obscurify rates how obscure your music taste is compared to other listeners in your country. Don't worry though - you can com- 
pare yourself to other countries too, so if you're basic in the U.S., maybe you'll fare better in Norway. The site also shows your top 
artists, your moods, your favorite songs by the decade and even song recommendations. 


This site is definitely a great way to boost (or hinder) your ego, and a great tool to help you diversify your song choices - 8/10. 


How Bad Is Your Spotify 


~~ Odds are after using Obscurify you might need to be brought down a peg 
or two. 


“How Bad is your Spotify?” sets you up in an interactive convo with an Al 
that bashes your favorite songs and artists. Great if you're looking for a 
laugh or just a slight hit to your self-esteem. | personally found amusement 
in my Spotify being called “cling-clang-pots-and-pans-music bad’ 


Kyle's Wrapped 


o 
This site is more for laughs than for genuine data visualization, but that’s 


eal . what this list needed. And frankly, some people need to be humbled. 10/10. 


2020 


Your Top Songs 2020 


Festify 


No, that festival poster your friend posted on Twitter that featured Sky 
Ferreira as the headlining artist is not real (despite how much we want it to be). 


Festify is yet another simple data visualizer that turns your top artists into an (almost) 
authentic-looking festival poster. Have fun tricking your friends into thinking Lorde will ever come back. 


This site is cool to look at, but also sort of one-note. For that, it gets a 6/10. 


Boil the Frog 


Disclaimer: no frogs were harmed in the making of this website. 


Whisperify 


Take a break from finals by testing yourself on something 
you actually know! 

Boil the Frog takes two artists of your choice and automatically 
creates a playlist that seamlessly connects their two styles in 
only a couple songs. You can even save the playlist to your 
Spotify! Have fun embarking on the miraculous journey from 
“The Winner Takes it All” by ABBA to “Naturally” by Megan Thee 
Stallion in only 14 tracks. 


Whisperify connects with your top songs, artists and play- 
lists and tests you on the tracks you've had on repeat by 
playing a quick five-second audio clip. It also offers some 
stats on your songs by acousticness, danceability, energy, 
valence, liveness and speechiness. 


The most interactive website of the bunch, Whisperify is a 
fun distraction from real work. A solid 7/10. 


This site is probably the best in terms of finding new music. In 
the fashion of the boiling frog fable, you can slowly weed your 
way into a genre you never dreamed of listening to. 9/10. 


Tam V V N, a singer, saxophonist, and self-produced artist that makes 
music in all different styles. When I make music, | think of it as mixing 
together sounds to create a certain color pallet. I find that when I work 
in one genre, the colors of the music are similar to each other, so my 
artistic consistency comes through my process and style, rather than 
genre. Different genres attract different types of people, and although 
my fanbase is microscopic, I like that it is diverse. 


My obsession with the way sound can affect emotions began when I 

first heard a tornado siren. I was so scared and overwhelmed, but I would 
watch “Tornado Siren- 10 HOURS” on YouTube all the time just to feel 
that sensation again. Now, I design my own synthesized sounds to evoke 
the exact emotion I want. Spacey, lush chords on a synth will give an 
emotional sound, and harsh and distorted drums will feel aggressive 

or angry. 


I work in Ableton Live, and [ usually start my process by browsing 
through sounds and synthesizers. I'll have an idea of what style of music 
I want to create, and then [Il start putting down chords with a synth pad. 
From there Pll make the structure of the song its arrangement, the beat, 
and then add embellishments and detail. Once the instrumental/beat is 
done, I'll sing on it or add a saxophone solo. After that [ll mix and master 
it and call it a day. 


Personally, I have a lot of energy in my body. When I make music I go into 
a flow that cannot be disturbed, even by defecation. I will sit on the toilet, 
working on a song until my legs go numb. Nothing else in this world can 
make me go into that flow, or make me feel as complete as I do after 
mastering and uploading a track. 


Actually, one thing that does feel better than finishing a track is when 
people like my music. Not because of self-satisfaction, but because I am 
making music to entertain the world and give them art, so it feels good 
when someone gets some serotonin from my art. 


Follow @vvnmusic or @v__v___n on instag 


MUSIC AVAILABLE ON ALL STREAMING PLA 


1. Story (prod. 
by Corbett) 
2. Destination 
feat. Veri 
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A look back at early 
t bl e Never without a Polaroid camera in sight, the twee hipster reigned supreme on Tumblr 
um r fashion ‘ in the late 2000s, peaking in 2012 with the release of Wes Anderson's Moonrise King- 


dom. 


by sabrina li & eric harkleroad 
A variant of the more general “hipster,” with less ridiculous facial hair and fedoras, twee 
hipsters were more into earthier folk pop groups like Fleet Foxes, Daughter, and Of 
Monsters and Men. 


® It was a preppier look with a preference for clean blocks of colors — bonus points if 
Aa 6 6 they’re a warm yellow or muted pink — rather than gaudy flannels and stripes. Layers 
were a must as well: skirts must have been accompanied by tights, button-ups with 
Text Photo Quote Link Chat Audio Video sweaters. 


You hear it everywhere you go. “This app is just like 2014 Tumblr,” the TikTok comment 
reads. 

Ace discourse. Aesthetic fashion trends. Psychotic exposés and callout posts. It’s like 
Groundhog Day. Science side of Tumblr, explain THIS phenomenon. 


Tumblr was in its heyday from 2010 to 2014, from being immortalized in a Lorde song 
to dangerously popularizing the “manic pixie dream girl” trope to failing to host a ded- 
icated convention, all the while “aesthetics” reigned supreme and became part of the 
popular lexicon. 


In looking back at this blue blogging app to understand the present, two dominant 
styles emerge, one right after another. 


© lan a a ce, 
£(2006,= 2012) 
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' A rejection of mainstream tastes and attitudes bound this group together with their 

; much larger, Portlandian counterparts, and though they would equally enjoy time at 
iS) a Vampire Weekend show after pre-gaming at an indie coffeehouse, there was more 

e reservation and much less cynicism. 

There's a child-like innocence to it all. We look back at these outfits and Tumblr posts 
and wince in cringe at our internet forebears and see quirky, naive millennials who lack 


Aidan Appelson photograhed by Emma Eckel Styling by Zainab Kazaure [J the thousand layers of irony and internet poisoning we have now. 


tumblir 


| we-are-infinite 


IF | DIE YOUNG, 


BURY MEIN 


softgrunge: 2O1IS20T 


Chokers, jean jackets, skater skirts, and knee socks. Teased-out dyed side parts and Nirvana crop tops, 
waists tied by flannels and eyes lined with a wing, these were a few of (2014) Tumbl's favorite things. 


POSTS 


ae | we-are-infinite 


ASK ME ANYTHING 


Heavily drawing from dark palettes, this aesthetic tread lightly around the grunge look and 
outcast culture popularized by rockers like Kurt Cobain and Courtney Love. Ripped tights and 
Converse, blurry photos and cigarettes. To fit in, all you had to do was get left out. 


Fi | nicOtinedre4mz 


EW we-are-infinite 


Tumblr's strongly visual and 
extremely anonymous nature 
carved out a dangerous 
romanticization of depression, 
loss, and rejection. Popularized 
at a time when conversations 
surrounding mental health were 


still considered borderline taboo, 


2014 Tumblr provided an 
uncensored platform where 
users were free to indulge in 
their emotions. 


ARCHIVE 
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WHEN NO ONE UNDERSTOOD, 


2014 TUMBLR DID 


Reblogs on the dashboard often tread the precarious balance between 
freedom and restriction. Cars rushing by on the interstate would be 
observed from between an overhead bridge's trusses. Hands would 
graze against chain-link fences. That one black-and-white grid that's 
burned its image onto the back of my mind. At times, even the simplest 
GIF reflecting the same sorrows as your own would only demonstrate the 
disparity between the life you led online versus in the one in real life. 


Many of those active in this subculture were young at the time, 
undergoing significant growth and undoubtedly battling with the built-in 
angst that comes with growing up. Everyone was young while trying to 
convince themselves they weren't, borrowing narratives from Lana del 
Rey's Born to Die to wear as their own. Individuals claimed quotes from 
Skins and Lorde as indicators of their own strife. When no one 
understood, 2014 Tumblr did. 


tumblr Q Search Tumblr 


Recent Top 


ce lonetiness 


Sonically, this subculture 


leaned heavily into the alt-pop 


sphere at the time. 


In a year where Pharrell Williams’ “Happy” 
consistently topped Billboard, 2014 Tumblr’s 
heavily-curated soundtrack spoke to themes 
of inner turmoil and nuanced conflict. 


The 1975, Halsey, The Neighbourhood, Marina 


and the Diamonds — they sang exactly what 
we needed to hear. 

#music #halsey #the 1975 #the nbhd 
#marina and the diamonds #aesthetic 
#playlist #grunge #indie music 


47 notes 


shion #hipster #twee aesthetic 
airs 


ge #cigare 


#marlboro 


93 notes 


76 notes 
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e pop #f. 
#Belle and Sebastian 


#twee & #Soft grunge 


These two aesthetics that flourished on Tumblr defined themselves in opposition 
to the “mainstream” — offering up an alternative to pop culture. In a way, it 
provided a space for those who did not fit into the dominant culture to carve out 
their own nest. 


A quieter, more subtle alternative to the pulsing rhythms and erratic synthesizers 
of early 2010s EDM and dubstep. The music was more introspective, oftentimes 
featuring acoustic instrumentation or a more retro sound amidst a radio-sea of 
buzzes and wubs. 


It was a gentler internet, a pre-Chrissy Teigen internet, an internet for introverts. 
So, we turn back to these moments of our adolescence where the internet was a 
comfort, not an overwhelming, all-consuming typhoon of apathy and disaffection. 
The line between our online and physical lives was frail, but still intact. Back then, 
the internet could still be an escape, but now it’s what we run from, blissfully and 
ceaselessly into the past. 


,~ aidan-appelson zainab-kazaure 


twee model twee + soft grunge stylist 
Follow | * £ Follow 
emma-eckel ©, fag sabrina-li 
twee photographer teed, gue Writer + soft grunge 

 ¢4% m1; photographer + layout editor 
Follow F Follow 


justin-gross 
soft grunge model + 
polaroid photographer 


gem-miller 
soft grunge model 


Follow 
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writer + layout editor 
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Twenty. Yippee. 
By Naomi Flores 


Living in my twenties is a pretty scary thing. It seems as though all of your life 
leads up to your twenties. When | was younger, | imagined my twenties to be 
like Friends: living with your best friends, maybe working at a cafe, going on 
dates, and being completely independent. Well, I’m twenty now. | live in a 
college dorm with eighteen-year-olds and still sleep in my teenage bedroom on 
the weekends I’m home. Twenty is such an odd year. Maybe you live in an 
apartment, pay rent, even have a real job. But none of it feels like your twenties 
are supposed to. Maybe my twenties will never look like Friends, and that’s a 
scary thought to have. 


Being twenty feels like fake adulthood. There are so many things | want to do, 
cities | want to visit, but I’m tied down by my minimum wage salary and 
overpriced Zoom classes. It feels like I’m almost to adulthood but not just yet. 
Sometimes | wish | could just close my eyes and fast forward the time, skip over 
this awkward cluster of years. But sometimes, | sit at my desk and am sad to 
think that soon my days of running around campus to meet up with friends and 
nights with cheap pizza, red solo cups, and tacky led lights will soon be over. 


| don’t really know where to go from here, but | think that’s okay. I’m going to 
try and embrace this awkward stage of life and enjoy it because it will only 
happen once. I'll be twenty-one next month, the birthday adults say is the last 
one you will ever count down to. So as a tribute to that birthday, | wrote this 
piece. 


Here’s to my twenties; | hope they're good to me. 
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However, prior to such iconic roles, Conrad Veidtstarred 
in Richard Oswald’s1919 film Different From the Others. 
Itis widely regarded to be the first pro-gay film in history 
Ttwas co-written by Magnus Hirschfeld, a physician and 
sexologist who also appears in the film. 


Paul Korner, 
a famous pianist, 
alongside Fritz 
Schulz as Kurt 


violinist, asks 
Paul to be his 
teacher and the 
two fall for 
eachother. 


a4. ea /| 
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The film portrays LGBTQ+ individuals in a positive and 
sympathetic light. It was written as a way to oppose 
Paragraph 175 of the German Penal Code, which 
criminalized homosexual affairs. Only a fragmented 
version of it exists, as the Nazi party destroyed copies. 


But Conrad’s portrayal of Korner was more than just a role. 
Veidt himself was bisexual. 


According to Christopher Isherwood, notable 
gay author and screenwriter who lived in Berlin 
in the 1920s, Veidt attended at least one costume 
ball intended exclusively for men. 


Drawings & Words by Britt Law 


Conrad Veidt was a German actor, starring in both 
silent films and talkies. You may not recognize his name, 
but you've likely seen him in some of his popular and 
iconic roles, such as as... 


Veidt’s first wife, Gussy Holl, 
famously quipped about 
the last straw of their relationship 
that lead to their divorce: Once, 
while she was performing at the 
cabaret, Conrad had invited some 
friends over. When she came home, 
she was greeted by her husband and 
his friends, all wearing dresses. 
Conrad, in particular, was wearing 
anew dress of hers from Paris, which 
she herself had not even worn yet! 


Gwynplaine 


The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920) The Man Who Laughs (1928) 


Veidt also held feminist views, which 
was uncommon for the time period. 


Major Strasser 
Casablanca (1942) 


(Author's interpretation of Conrad in the Paris dress, 


Thief of Bagdad (1940 
ef of Bag (1940) as no photograph exists to their knowledge.) 


While Veidt’s later roles had him portraying Nazi villains, 
he himself was vehemently anti-Nazi. When the fascist 
party took power in Germany, Veidt and his newly 
married Jewish wife, Ilona “Lilli” Prager, emigrated to 
Britain. He declared himself Jewish on a racial questionnaire 
in solidarity with his wife and the Jewish community 
as a whole, rendering him unemployable in Germany. 


Considering Conrad Veidt’s immense filmography, 
altruism, activism, and presence in Hollywood, 
he should have Hollywood star, and yet he doesn’t, 
and heisnota household name in America. While many 


Eventually, Veidt and Lilli relocated to Hollywood, but of his colleaguesin the industry chose to align themselves 
not before he donated his entire personal fortunetothe © withthe Nazi party to avoid persecution, Conrad 
British government to financially aid the war effort. He  chosetostaytrueto his beliefs even though it could 
went on to perform in several films in Hollywood, _ have literally cost him hislife. Conrad Veidt deserves 
including the anti-Nazi film Escape. He passed away More widespread recognition and admiration. He is 
on April 3, 1943 after having a heart attack while an especially relevant figure now as America sees a 
playing golf. resurgence of neo-Nazis/White supremacists. 


Works Consulted 


Robert Beachy. Gay Berlin: Birthplace ofa Modern Identity. (New York: 
Knopf, 2015), 165. 


Conrad Veidt was only 50 years old when he died, but he 
performed in over 100 films and multiple theater 
productions in his lifetime. On film, his magnetism and 
energy are a sight to behold to this day. His striking 
presence, prominent facial features and expressions 
were particularly suited to silent films. However, these 


Frangoise Rosay. La traversée d'une vie. (Robert Laffont, 1974), 139." 


John T. Soister. Conrad Veidt on Screen: A Comprehensive Illustrated 
Filmography. (McFarland & Company, Inc. : Jefferson, North Carolina 


attributes transcended silent film and he was able to sieiiniiai aiid 
make a successful transition to talkies in English, despite 
his German accent. He was an exceptional star. *English translation cited from Wikipedia. 


tye Wunter Avaws his rifle 
kMe Space between Me trees sfusties empty is 


he QiveS shape to wis own Fears 
ne gives himself back +0 Me earth. 


“OM 


Oo window is a window 


but | watch you pull your heavt out and hang it to dry 
kirovgn the stiimess of the nignt 
| bea tne universe to keep US Still 


TO B UVA AMIRMOKR 
PHO YA AMIRi \ Fp 


a look inside stefs cirtual reality 


Marlia Nash 


Last week, I got the chance to speak with uber talented indie pop singer and songwriter 
based in Nashville, Tennessee. Her name is Stefani Colvin, but call her stef. Despite her 
short name, she’s got a big presence and creative personality. Her aura is a mix of red, 
orange, and yellow, denoting her passion, beautiful creativity, and optimism. A unique 
identity that you might want to log if you’re interested in self-growth. 

Starting in Alabama, stef sang in church with her dad, a talented guitarist, and 
participated in musical theatre up until her graduation in 2018. While living in the 
South, she was surrounded by country music influences thus developing country 
songwriting stylistic techniques, but eventually learned that the genre was not who she 
was. Post high school, she launched herself into the Nashville music scene, 
experimenting with writing pop songs. With talented mentors in both songwriting and 
music production, stef was able to produce content that was authentically herself. 
Tennessee had a lot to offer to stef, and she made the most of it all. We discussed 

ideas related to her influences, one of her earliest songwriting influences being Billie 
Kilish immediately after Eilish’s early EP, Don’t Smile At Me. As of now, she’s been 
connecting with other artists such as Ryan Woods and ella jane, supporting and sharing 
their content. She talked about how her music taste is incredibly dynamic and expansive, 
some of her inspirations at the moment including BENEE, spill tab, Dua Lipa, and 
Frank Ocean. Her music is meant to make you feel, exploring a breadth of very real 
emotions. Break-ups, self-growth, love, and empowerment are just a few of the themes 
she explores. Her content is a musical lens into reality that a lot of people are missing. 
She wants you to look into yourself and build yourself to your greatest potential because 
she’s rooting for you. 

Outside of music, we discussed fashion, astrology, and other general ideas that she finds 
herself wrapped up in. As for fashion, Bella Hadid, Dua Lipa, and Devon Lee Carlson 
were household names within our discussion. We agreed that their girl boss energy must 
be linked to their zodiac signs which, yes, is very important. Bella and stef are Libras, 
which, by the way, is the best sign based on my own unbiased perspective. Dua Lipa and 
Devon are both Leos for those curious. As for more general inspiration, stef talked about 
her fascination with psychology, surrealism, architecture, and space. She told me how 
she favors things that are not supposed to be seen next to each other, being seen next to 
each other, which is ultimately exciting and admittedly very cool. 

The future of stef is full of exciting projects that you don’t want to miss. She recently 
released an EP, A Glitch in Our Virtual Reality, on April 30th which can be found on all 
streaming services. Check out my personal favorites “here’s what we're not gonna do” 
and “i used to build dreams about you.” Find out more about this absolute gem on 
stef’s instagram, @stefanicolvin. She also has her own label and a Depop shop that 

you should check out! 
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Music and Morality 
by Joy Lee and Caleb Yoshida 


I know a lot of people that are like, “Oh my God, Brockhampton, did you hear what they 
did? Like, I can’t even listen to them anymore.” 

But some other types of people will even hide who they’ re listening to because other people 
might judge them if they found out. And it’s really a difficult line, like, where IS the line? 
Is it subjective? You don’t really know. 


If you look at artists like XX XTentacion, we see that sometimes controversy doesn’t always 
have a negative impact on someone’s career. After his death in 2018, Billboard reported 
X’s streams to have shot up by 1600%. The artist confessed to domestic violence and 
stabbing charges (which were never resolved after he died), but still continued to hold a 

steady following even after he died. 


Yeah, another time controversy helped someone’s career was when YNW Melly came out 
with this song, “Murder On My Mind” in 2018. At some point in 2019, it came out that he 
had actually murdered his friend, and then the song hit number one on Apple Music. 

And I think it was because everyone was like, “Oh, he murdered his friend, and now the 
song makes sense.” 


There’s also the case of cultural appropriation, which is upsettingly common in the music 
industry, especially in K-pop. More often than not, fans calling for accountability are met 
with ingenuine apologies or complete silence. 

We also have to think about undercover racists, homophobes, and sexists. 

Sometimes there’s like the cancel culture stuff like tweets from high school, leaked videos 
like Morgan Wallen’s, or actual confessions from victims of sexual assault. 

Some of them are a little harder to provide evidence for, but they’re all very important to 
address nonetheless. It’s really hard though, because we perceive these situations differently. 


For example, I think most people consider ASAP Rocky an unproblematic artist; I don’t 
think he’s ever had a major controversy or anything, but he used to sell crack. 

And if you listen to “Canal Street,” at that point, it’s no longer a reference to making crack; 
it’s step-by-step instructions. 

And it’s interesting that people generally don’t have any problems with A$AP Rocky, but 
there’s definitely a group of people that have life-altering addictions and serious health 
consequences because of his actions. You could think of a lot of examples, like, Jay Z sold 
crack, but now he’s married to Beyoncé. 

And so, we might have become accustomed to things like that. But if you consider when 
someone like Justin Bieber says the n-word, which is arguably far less severe compared to 
some of the previous examples, you see a discrepancy in the size of the controversy. And 
that discrepancy could be because of the size of Justin Bieber’s influence or visibility, but 
it’s interesting how differently some of these things are considered. 


Like, it makes sense that Black artists make up more of these examples involving drug use 
and stuff because of things like systemic racism. That makes it hard to really feel one way 
or another about these behaviors since they also come as a result of your environment and 

other socio-economic factors. 


And all of this gets into another point we wanted to talk about. 

In one of my classes, we were talking about moral relativism, and we were considering if 
we think that’s the case or not. 

And, that’s a debate that has no definite answer, but we can definitely see that people’s 
senses of morality do not manifest themselves uniformly. 


Everyone has different backgrounds and values, and that makes morality so complex and 
really indefinable, as a whole. Because of that, I definitely see music as a form of activism— 
it’s really up to us to determine how big its impact can be or will be. 


Looking past the music and admiring the artist themselves can definitely create some bias 
in how you feel about controversies they may become involved in. 


Like when Brendon Urie’s problematic tweets arose last year and allegations of sexual 
assault came out, Twitter was so divided because he had really dedicated fans who probably 
didn’t understand how to process this issue and also those obviously standing by the victims. 
There is a very low percentage of sexual assault victims who are lying, so it’s always better 
to acknowledge the victim because it’s a lot more harmful if you don’t. 

But I won’t pick a side, and try to advocate for someone, and push down another opposing 
side until there’s evidence and it’s been proven. 


Yeah, that’s interesting because there’s this band, SWMRS, and I only know one of their 
songs, called “Lose It,” and it’s a love song, but I found out there were sexual assault 
allegations with a minor involving one of the lead singers in the band. 

In the past, if I found out that an artist had done certain things, I was usually pretty objective 
about it, but in this case, I had an emotional response to it. 

And so I was trying to understand why, and I think the reason I felt that way is because 
my very limited perception of this band was through this one, very sweet love song, so the 
allegations felt out of character for the artist. 

I think it’s really important to understand why you feel certain ways. I know some people 
might find certain things out about an artist they like and they think about it, trying to 
understand, “Why do I not feel opposed to this?” 

A lot of people come to the conclusion that you just have to separate art from the artist, 
which I think is foolish. Like, why would you do that? 

The artist validates everything about the art. 

Like, 61x9ine. 

His music got worse, is one thing, but he lost a lot of listeners because they found out he 
did something that, in the context of gang life, which is what he based his image on, was a 
huge faux pas. 

And that’s why a lot of people were like, “that was out of character for him, that’s not what 
I expected from him, he’s fake.” So the illusion was broken; whatever. 

And there’s also Ozzy Osbourne; he supposedly bit the head off a bat, and it later came 
out in an interview that he didn’t actually do that, but he let everyone think so because 
perpetuating that idea WAS in line with the type of music he was putting out. 

The stunt boosted sales, and it made people want to go see his concert, like, “Oh, is he 
going to do it again?” 

I mentioned YNW Melly earlier; his songs didn’t blow up because everyone collectively 
was like, “We just realized this, but we actually like this song a lot.” 

No, it was because his actions validated the messages he was putting out in the song, and 


everyone finally understood that when it came out in the news. 

And so, I think that a lot of people’s response in trying to understand their emotions is to 
oversimplify the situation. 

It would be like if a six year old splashed paint on a piece of printer paper, and someone 
was like, ““That’s a Jackson Pollock.” 

No, it’s not, because part of what makes Jackson Pollock’s art interesting is everything 
surrounding his life, and when he was alive, he was in the news, and he died by suicide, 
and not gonna lie, looking at his paintings, you could tell, like, he hated to be alive, and I 
see them, and I’m like, “Bro, I feel you,” and not only is that what’s conveyed in his art, 
but it’s also what makes it what it 1s. 

So to oversimplify it by saying, “the artist and what they create are separate,” is the result 
that some people land at, but I don’t think that’s the correct answer. 

I think you just have to be like, “Damn, that shit sucks, but it happened,” and you have to 
be objective, and you have to be like, “Yeah, this is matter of fact; how do I deal with it?” 
But you can’t just say, “Separate the art from the artist.” 


Yeah, I think you can only separate the art from the artist when it’s truly unintentional and 
you’re not even aware that you’re doing it. 


And if you find something negative, it means that the whole time you were listening to 
them you were supporting their behavior, and you might feel guilty. So that’s just like, 
“Damn, that’s tough, now you know.” 

But it brings up another issue: you’re supporting them financially, even if you’re listening 
on Spotify and they get three-hundredths of a cent off each stream. 

They also get nominated for award shows, which not everyone cares about, but will 
undoubtedly boost their career. 


It crosses the line when you know what the artist has done and you continue listening to 
them. 

I think that’s when it’s like, kind of important to differentiate your morals (but again, it 
depends on how you view them and all that). 

We give into a lot of cancel culture, and I think we’ re also trying to turn back on that, which 
is great, but it’s still a big issue because of the rise of social media. There’s always a need 
for evidence and stuff, but sometimes we’ll still be guilted into thinking, Oh, I listened to 
this artist. No one needs to know, though. 


Yeah, and some people might say that it’s all about financial support, and if you listen to an 
alternate version on Soundcloud then everything is okay. 

But other people might say that the problem is in exposing yourself to that, and that they 
don’t want a person with those morals and of that character to have a bigger voice and to 


be putting out music. 

Since music, at the end of the day, is art, the artist’s character is going to be translated into 
music, and that goes out to everyone that listens to it. 

When thinking about cancel culture, though, I think it comes down to, “How much do I 
want to affect everyone else’s access to content based on my own morals?” 


The thought of things really going south because Spotify, for example, does or doesn’t take 
action against posted music I could honestly see being a case in the future. 

It just doesn’t seem so far out of reach considering how the media can empower a lot of 
different stereotypes and dangerous messages. 

It’s pretty open-ended, the extent to which we as listeners should be able to control the 
abilities of artists to practice freedom of speech. Although communities hurt by an artist’s 
actions are the ones who get to consider accepting apologies, how everyone else views the 
situation will show in that artist’s continued (or discontinued) success. 


And I don’t think it’s even a question that artists are responsible for knowing how certain 
audiences are going to perceive their music, and I don’t think that means you have to please 
everyone, but I think you have to be self-aware. 

When Kendrick Lamar put out DAMN, I think he knew how white America was going to 
perceive it, and it didn’t mean he neutered his message because of that, but he was able to 
use that perception tactfully to convey his message. 


In March, Cardi B. and Candace Owens had Twitter beef because Candace Owens didn’t 
think that WAP was acceptable for kids, and Cardi B was like, ““That’s the parent’s fault’, 
and how she expresses herself in her music shouldn’t be held against her just because 

someone’s parents didn’t monitor their kids listening. 


It’s hard to expect artists to be perfect, but I think especially when they have a big fan base, 
they’re bound to be disliked for one reason or another, and if they slip up, that’s going to be 
in the headlines right away. It’s harder now to talk about deeper issues because everything 
is oversimplified, especially in social media outlets and stuff like that, which 1s bad. 

I think considering all of these factors, these things are both exhausting and important. 


But this is just our interpretation as lovers of music, and this might be an interesting topic 
to think about or bring up with your friends. 
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They cut down the tree where our trash is picked up ev- 
ery week. The man in the white hat let me take is last 
branch before shredding the rest of its body in front of 

me. It was loud, and wt was scary, and I was crying. I 


__ never thought much about that tree before. 


Branches and roots are threads spun by Mother Na- ° 
ture. Yes, I am a Pisces <3. 


I wonder how many there are, and how many we’ve 
cut. If they were Earth’s rainbow connection, I think 
we’d find pots of gold at the North and South Poles. 


Mother Nature is imperfect because she’s stubborn. 
She simply Aas to finish every piece that she starts. 
To her, double-checking life takes away from the 
beauty of its surprise. So occasionally, we see what 
was meant to be a puddle in the waves of a tsunami 
or a tiger within a shivering cat wandering the streets 
alone. 


Nature grieves but never stops creating. She’ is always 
giving—never taking. After we leave, she continues 
to stay. Every second of every day, Mother Nature 
lives and breathes pure, unconditional love. 


I spend my study breaks drinking orange juice on the 
deck my parents built last summer. We live in a town- 
house, so there’s not much of a backyard to look at. It’s 
okay though because we have a garden instead! It's my 
mom's only prece of art that’s three-dimensional, and 
everyone enjoys sitting outside to look at wt. The love 
that my mom has for her plants is pure, and I'd like to 
think that they love her in the same way too. 


This isn’t to say that Mother Nature on/y feels love. 
Like us, she faces the threat of wilting or withering 
away when she doesn’t get enough of what she needs. 


She also can’t see everything that’s out to infect her. © 


Ignorance and violence spread fast, but it’s difficult 
to discern the source of it all when hate, anger, and 
frustration make up a part of our soil. 


Knowing this, can love really be felt on its own? Is it 
meant to be? 


We might argue with our partners out of love for our 
relationships and leave toxic situations out of love for 
ourselves. Sometimes, we end up hating who we are 
because we’re in love with qualities we lack. Love is 
envy, jealousy, and heartbreak. Even when it’s unre- 
quited, you are either on the receiving end of love, or 
you are the one giving it. ; 


IF YOUR LIFE WERE IN DANGER, AND YOU 
WERE HANGING ON BY A THREAD, THE PEO-— 
PLE AROUND YOU WOULD PROBABLY FEEL 
VERY GLADDENED JUST BY THE VERY FACT OF 


YOUR EXISTING. THEY WOULD SIMPLY FEEL ~ 


THANKFUL THAT YOU ARE SAFE IN THE HERE 

AND NOW, AND WOULD NOT BE WANTING YOU 

TO PERFORM SOME DIRECT ACT. AT THE VERY 
LEAST, THERE IS NO REASON THEY WOULD 
HAVE TO THINK THAT WAY. SO INSTEAD OF 
THINKING OF ONESELF ON THE LEVEL OF 

ACTS, FIRST OF ALL ONE ACCEPTS ONESELF ON 

THE LEVEL OF BEING. 


Ichiro Kishimi & Rawitaite Koga 
The Courage to Be Disliked 


We forget that jewels are precious not just because 
they are beautiful and rare, but also because they’re 
vulnerable and delicate. The result of feeling, at one 
point or another, what it means to be alone. No mat- 
ter how long we hold them up to the sun, there’s no 
guarantee that they’ll see themselves the way that we 
see them. Imperfect? Yes, but also bright, capable, 
and strong. 


Love is a lifelong lesson, a moral compass, and a 
friend. 

Free will is like a needle that guides our thread of 
humanity along the path of life, giving us the chance 
to define who we are along its way. 

Maybe that’s why the word love, as we get older, 
sounds simple—+oo simple for it to teach us anything 
more than what we have already learned. 


But maybe love is beautiful because it zs that simple! 


Maybe life can be simple, 
If we try to see all things, 


With Love. f pe 
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Every zine cycle, we ask for members of WMUC to submit some of their favorite tracks to our playlist. 
Here’s some of what we at the station are listening to right now. Give it a listen! 


Fishmans - “Kansha (Odoroki)” 

Fiona Apple - “Across the Universe” 

dodie - “Special Girl” 

GlockBoyKari - “Keysha” 

The Backseat Lovers- “Kilby Girl” 

Feist - “Mushaboom” 

CIX - “Cinema” 

Lauryn Hill - “Lost Ones” 

Billkin & PP Krit - “Sa Tuunuusauruuda (Safe 
Zone)” 

Sufjan Stevens - “Romulus” 

Kina Grannis & Imaginary Future - “Graceland” 
ITZY - “SHOOT!” 

GEMINI - “Going” 

8485 - “hangar” 

Arctic Monkeys - “Snap Out Of It” 


Panic! at the Disco - “When the Day Met the Night” 


Childish Gambino - “Feels like Summer” 
Anna Bates - “Holy Smokes” 

sIlchid - “camellia” 

Rina Sawayama - “XS” 

Beach Boys- “Caroline, No” 


Ay Wing - “Orange Dreamer” 
WILLOW - “Female Energy, Part 2” 
Ula - “Futon” 

Bladee (feat. Charli XCX) - “Drama” 
Glass Animals - “Heat Waves” 
Paysage d'Hiver - “Ich Starre” 

Philip Glass - “Metamorphosis: Two” 
dhruv - “double take” 

Rolling Blackouts Coastal Fever - “Read My 
Mind” 

STAYC - “ASAP” 

Weezer - “All the Good Ones” 


Sunny Day Service - “77'J AY A (Christmas)” 


Car Seat Headrest - “Strangers” 

OH MY GIRL - “Dun Dun Dance” 

King Harvest - “Dancing in the Moonlight” 
Rjhoff - “Driving” 

MARINA - “Orange Trees” 


Inhaler -“Who's Your Money On? (Plastic House)” 


MGMT - “Flash Delirium” 
Weezer - “Precious Metal Girl” 
Vista Kicks- “I Can't Think of Anybody but U” 


Acid Ghost- “Summer Is Here” 
Radiohead - “The Bends” 

Drake - “Best | Ever Had” 

Sinéad O’Connor - “No Man's Woman” 
Shawn Wasabi (feat. Satica) - “MANGO 
LOVE” 

Orla Gartland - “Zombie!” 

Blondie - “Heart Of Glass” 

Chase Atlantic - “Friends” 

Koren Grace - “Ego” 

The Breeders - “Drivin’ on 9” 
Goodnight Goodbye - “Dad Dancing” 
Fall Out Boy - “Fourth Of July” 

Lana Del Rey - “Summertime Sadness” 
Calvin Harris - “Summer” 

Renz Low - “Raindrops” 

WILLOW (feat. Travis Barker) - “transpar 
entsoul” 
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